
1 

 

TELE-ALL 

FORT PITT CHAPTER 
13 

Volume 11, Issue 34 
Fall Issue 

CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Dear Fellow Pioneers: 

Change, no one likes it. We all have experienced change this year: a birth, a death, a move, kids or grandkids 
starting school or going off to college. Our lives constantly change and we must adapt as we are thrust into new 
situations or we get left behind. Our organization has also been required to make adjustments and it’s been  
difficult on us all. I will say, though, that we have worked as a team to get through the challenges and make the 
very best of our circumstances. Take a moment to read this issue to learn about what we have accomplished this 
year and what we hope to do in the future.  
 
October is Domestic Violence Awareness month and we have already completed one project: Shower For the 
Shelter with the Center for Victims. You can read about it inside this issue. Also planned are projects with Power 
Women’s Shelter and Greenhouse Women’s Shelter. Holidays are fast approaching and we are looking forward 
to completing projects we have traditionally done before the year is over as well as some festive fellowship Club 
events. 
 
As we end the year, I would like to thank our Board, Club Presidents, Committee Heads, Pioneer Partners,  
donors, and all of the volunteers who gave their time and talent so selflessly to complete the projects we planned 
for this year. On behalf of all of us, we send each one of you our very best wishes for a wonderful Holiday season 
and a happy and health New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gerry McLaughlin 
Chapter President 

 

Chapter vs. Club….. Possible changes in 2015 
 

Fort Pi  Chapter faced many challenges this year as our Board a empted to plan and support projects in 2014. We 
worked through budget cuts, the fundraising and the fellowship events as best as we could but there were 
disappointments along with the successes. At our last Board Mee ng, the Execu ve Board discussed the op on of  
merging our Chapter with another local Chapter to provide some relief in managing our unit so we can con nue with our 
local projects. We are now taking steps to merge with L.H. Kinnard Chapter #7 (Harrisburg/Lancaster) as the Fort Pi  
Club. We will maintain an Execu ve Board for Fort Pi  Chapter area and retain our historic/meaningful projects as      
financed with the money from our local fundraisers. Other responsibili es and expenses will be shared with Kinnard 
Chapter due to the fact that we will be a part of a larger, more ac ve organiza on. At this me, it is not a ‘done deal’ as 
many steps must take place before we would actually commit to this merger. We are hopeful that their Board is  
recep ve to the idea and welcomes our Chapter into their unit as a Club. This should all be very transparent to our  
members as we move forward. As the merger progresses, any updates will be posted on our website at:  
www.newvision-fortpi pioneers.org and we will also alert you in the Spring Issue of the Tele-All. Any ques ons can be 
sent to me at info@newvision-fortpi pioneers.org. Please remember that it is our desire to con nue to maintain a 
strong presence in the Fort Pi  area and keep the Pioneer organiza on recognized as a network of volunteers who effect 
immediate, tangible change in local communi es! 
 
        Gerry McLaughlin, President 
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Kudos: 

 
 

• From Bruce Danko, coordinator for Archery Competition Fund Raiser for Wounded Warriors and Clelian Heights 
School for Exceptional Children: I am overwhelmed by the charitable contributions from organizations such as yours. 
So thank you and God Bless! 

• From Allisyn Wolfe at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lawrence County: Thank you so much for your generous  
 sponsorship of BBBS 20th Annual Bowl for Kids Sake. What a tremendous difference you are making in the life of a 
 child! 

• From Westmoreland Community Action: Thank you to Pioneers, our Community Partners for your support. 

• From Debbie, Girl Scout Leader in Monroeville: Thank you so very much for hosting the bingo for our veterans! You 
put a smile on my face to see the photographs-great idea! 

• From Alice at Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Preschool: Thank you so much. You can’t know how much we appreciate 
the goodness of the Pioneers.  

• From Sister Liguori at Jubilee Kitchen: We are most grateful for your continued support of our ministries and for your 
recent generous donation of boxes of comfort kits. Our guests are always so happy when they get their own personal 
kit. 

• From Mac McMahon at Community Human Services: We thank you for the hygiene kits that you and the Pioneers 
were kind enough to create and donate for our efforts to assist the homeless living on the streets of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County.  

• From Barb at the Ladies of Charity at St. Bernadette Church in Monroeville: We thank you and your fellow Pioneers 
for your generous donation at the food bank. This money will be put to good use for those in need of the food pantry. 

• From Ken Martin at the American Philatelic Society:  Thank you for your recent donation of used postage stamps. 
Donations enable us to better serve the membership, increase youth and educational offerings, improve our Library 
and Reference Collection and assist us in completing the American Philatelic Center. 

• From Cathy at the Animal Rescue League: Thank you for your in-kind donation of dog and cat food and towels. We 
truly appreciate your generosity and for thinking of our animals. It is only due to the support of friends like Pioneers 
that we are able to continue to offer programs which are vital to our community. 

• From Support Our Troops, Troopons project: Thank you for making a difference in the lives of our military troops and 
their families!  

 

Clelian Heights School for Excep onal Children & Wounded Warriors 

 
Pioneers supported a fundraiser for the Clelian  Heights School for Excep onal Children and Wounded Warriors by  
sponsoring a bulls-eye target and providing door prizes for the winners of the compe on organized by the Youngwood 
Knights of Columbus in New Stanton, at their 8th Annual 3-D Archery event. Door Prizes in the form of gi  cards for  
restaurants, spor ng goods and home improvement store have been awarded along with donated gi  cards by Costco 
and Sam’s Club. 
 
The targets have the Pioneer name on them and will con nue to be used in the upcoming years for addi onal  
fundraising ac vi es by the Knights of Columbus for Make-A-Wish Founda on and Opera on Homefront. Our  
sponsorship will remain in the spotlight for many events and years to come.  
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         Flower Petal 

The New Vision Pioneers Fort Pi  Chapter #13 have partnered with flowerpetal.com  
to provide you a state-of-the-art shopping experience and unparalleled service for purchasing  
flowers and gi s online.  
 
How does it work? Flowerpetal.com a Las Vegas-based e-commerce provider servicing the flower and customer  
service, all backed by their 100% Sa sfac on Guarantee. Flowers  are reasonably priced, available for any occasion 
and are filled by local florists! 
 
In addi on to their website, you can also order by calling toll free: 
1-800-444-0531    (24 hours a day/7 days a week) or by FAX at 1-800-530-6059 
 
Many of our members have used Flower Petal for ordering flowers and have been very pleased. Give them a try for 
your next flower delivery! 

$$ FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR FORT PITT CHAPTER $$ 
 

At the Group level and as an attempt to help all of our Chapters raise money for their 
organizations, New Vision Pioneers Resource Development Team has researched and 
recommended the following three Companies for purchase of their products. Every 
purchase you make generates a ‘royalty’ that is directly returned to our Chapter (the 
ordering codes are unique to each Chapter). These promotions are typically seasonal 
and great products and values. Thanks for looking and give them a try! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
RADA Manufacturing Company is located in Waverly, Iowa and has been manufacturing cutlery 
since 1948 and has earned the reputation of being remarkable. 
 
Their products are 100% American Made, and are used in millions of homes every day. Now  
Pioneers, their friends and families have an opportunity to purchase this remarkable product and at 
the same time support Pioneers projects. 
 
Please take a moment to look at the on-line catalog and make a purchase which is Made in the U.S.A. 
and has a lifetime Guarantee. On-line ordering instructions: 

 
1. Go to the website: www.helpourfundraiser.com 
2. Enter the following: Internet Ordering Number: 504282/Password: pioneer (small letters) 
3. Click On BROWSE and browse the Catalog 
4. Place your order. 

Internet Fund Raising 
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In Memoriam 

 

 

George e Balazs  McKees Rocks 

Thomas J. Blaha  Pi sburgh 

Keith D. Beachem  Portersville 

David O. Berneburg  Cranberry 

Florence A. Boruch  West Mifflin 

Marie A. Clancey  Pi sburgh 

Charles Datel   McKeesport 

Doris Diges   Maine 

John Dihtzeruk   Pi sburgh 

Joanne C. Druga  Pi sburgh 

Alice P. Farneth   Murrysville 

Frank D. Flood Jr.  Florida 

Donald J Fuhner  Clarion 

Margaret R. Hopper  Pi sburgh 

Lois C Huffman   Punxsutawny 

George Hulme   Pi sburgh 

Robert E. Johnston  Pi sburgh 

P.C. Kastelmeyer  Pi sburgh 

William P. Kennedy  Carnegie 

Elizabeth M. Kutsch  Pi sburgh  

Robert S McCormick  McKeesport  

Robert McGhee  Ebensburg 

George Pardiny   Pi sburgh 

Charles A. Petruzzi  Smethport 

Jean F. Richards  Pi sburgh 

Barbara A. Robb  Elizabeth 

Carol A. Rumbaugh  Pi sburgh 

K.E. Schleifer   White Oak 

William H. Schmoutz Jr.  Canonsburg 

Edgar A. Steel   Greensburg 

Evaline Thompson  Florida 

Be e A. Vanzin   Washington 

William W. Wakefield  Spangler 

Lloyd R. Wilson   Connellsville 

Regis Yeager Jr.   Gibsonia 

Richard D. Ziesche  Allison Park 

 
Financial Update—Mid-year, 2014 

Many thanks to those of you who took the me to read and respond to the ar cle that was in the Spring issue of the  
Tele-All regarding our financial posi on at the start of the year. Just to recap, we are no longer supported by a grant from  
Verizon to carry on our volunteer ac vi es and out of about 3,900 Fort Pi  Members, only 247 are ac ve employees paying 
dues ($20 a year) of which we receive a por on. 
 
From the request in ar cle, there were 24 dona ons received for a total of $1,215 which has gone a long way in suppor ng 
the many projects our Clubs’ have planned. There are s ll months to go and projects undone at this me and we con nue 
to ask for your support in any way you can help. 
 
Our goal is to demonstrate our commitment to community service opportuni es for children, adults, seniors and veterans 
in areas of educa on, health and human services, and life enrichment projects. You have been reading about these projects 
in the Tele-All for years as the Clubs faithfully perform them. Please help us to con nue to help these organiza ons! 
 
   Thank You!     Gerry McLaughlin, President 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Dona on $ _______________      Mail To:  
Check Payable to: TP-Fort Pi  Chapter     15 E. Montgomery Ave, 1st Floor 
Do you need a receipt?        Pi sburgh, PA 15212 
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Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind Easter Egg Hunt 

35 Year Anniversary 
This year Fort Pi  Chapter hosted the 35 Year Anniversary of the Easter Egg Hunt at the Western  
Pennsylvania School for the Blind. It was held on April 14 and was once again a huge success with over 150 
children a ending. We had about 25 volunteers assis ng the children and filling their Easter baskets along 
with our own Easter Bunny, the Pi  Panther, and the Pirate Parrot from the Pi sburgh Pirate baseball team 
helping too. There were about 5 therapy dogs available to greet the children as they entered the  
playground to search for the beeping Easter Eggs. 
 

Because the spring weather held out, we were able to hold the even outdoors for the children. The event 
was nicely organized with the volunteers and teachers helping the children to go in search of the of the 
beeping eggs in the garden area of the school. Once located, the children were able to trade in their ‘found’ 
eggs for Easter baskets filled with treats, stuffed animals and toys especially selected by our coordinator, 
Sis Arendas. Sis sends along her ‘Thanks” to all of the volunteers and staff who were on hand to help! 

Yearly “Shower for the Shelter” at Center 
For Vic ms—McKeesport 

 

In August, we supported the Center For Vic ms 
golf ou ng/fundraiser auc on for their domes c 
violence shelter in McKeesport, with a dona on of 
Dick’s gi  cards to purchase a gi  basket of golf 
essen als. And in September we held a Shower for 
the Shelter, as we have for the past six years, 
providing the residents with new towels, sheets, 
pajamas, toiletries, clothing items and cleaning 
supplies. 

17th Annual Clothing Drive at  
St. Bernade e Church in Monroeville 

 

 
Once again the Ladies of Charity at St.  
Bernade e’s Church in Monroeville partnered 
with Fort Pi  Chapter to sponsor a clothing drive 
for 3 homeless agencies in Pi sburgh: Opera on 
Save A Life & Opera on Safety Net. We also  
provided a dona on to the Ladies of Charity for 
their food bank which provides needy families 
with food. 
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Mattie England 

Donna Gibson 

John Janda 

Carol Mehallich 

Mary Rockwell 

Ann Depasqual 

Dolores Strube 

Richard Sanner 

Ann Nieser 

Kevin Laner 

Joyce Hutchenson 

Michael Basinger  

Toni Krzemienski 

Mallery Kupchella 

Henry Goldstein 

Grace Fike 

Charlotte Lewis 

Lorraine Allen 

Anita Nicholson 

Kaylee Bernardo 

Scott Buzzard 

Jean Grosz 

Charlotte Lewis 

Jean Mangosh 

Linda Shultz 

Helen Harrington 

Rebecca Farabaugh 

Constance Thein 

Blair Jones 

Mary Weimer 
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Pam Koffer 

Tom & Joann Jenkins 

Dolores Bernhard 

Bent Valentic 

Mary C. Kawalkin 

Dr. Jos Valentich 

Jack Kennel 

Kim Amsden 

Mary Lou Swallop 

Helena Wallace 

Mrs. Louise Rowe 

Michael Basinger 

Pete Bills 

Ryan Pedley 

Kelvi Kelly 

Steve Ciallella 

Donna Eichner 

Philip Dodge 

Marlene OBerly 

Kim Sheigh 

Henry W. Bashour 

Lois M. Wilkins 

Bonnie McKinley 

Linda Ruble 

Shirley Williams  

George & Cathy Greenwood 

Eric Gori 

Richard Lutz 

Anita Yalch 

William Harr 
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April 2014 
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Rose Comunale 

Chad Savage  

Teri Martinella 

Suzanna Sox 

Maxine Kelley 

Anthony Ciallell 

Patricia Karawoski 

Peggy Grembi 

Karen Maxson 

Rebecca Farabaugh 

Tina Tait 

Mr. &Mrs. Daniel Gall 

George Greenwood 

Barbara Shahan 

Roman Solomond 

Paula Wolbert 

Angelo Nocera Sr. 

Earl Arnold Jr. 

William Stimmell 

Mary Elanore Rose 

Patricia Lint 

Donna Johnson 

Harold Little 

Emily O’Donnel 

Eleanore Warner 

Nancy Richter 

Denny Howarth 

Barbara Samber 

A.L. Lencer 

Doris 

Janice Coffman 
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Joel Lauer 

Ann Patrick 

Monica Rozzano 

Romaine Janicki 

Mary Ellen Stirling 

Kathy Reedy 

Joyce Hutchinson 

Roberta Valentich 

Toni Casey 

Angela Fehl 

Susan Pogue 

Davis Theodora 

Philomena Stamerra 

Terrie LaPlace 

Anita Walters 

Nancy Bonk 

Arlene Vitril 

Geraldine McLaughlin 

Eleanor Milbert 

George Karg 

Dolores Strube 

Lost in U.S. Mail 

Mr. &Mrs. Brad Aurila 

William Dong 

Sharon Burton 

Robert Valentich 

Maxine Kelley 

Wendy Cooper  

Anthony Gallella 

Anthony Bodnar 

Angelo Nocera Sr. 
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July 2014 
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Club Reports 
 

Allegheny Club 
Allegheny Club President, Esther Dietrick, reported that they are s ll selling ckets for the Chapter Lo ery Fund Raiser and  

par cipa ng in the Bingo at Kane Hospital the second Tuesday of every month.  S ll collec ng toiletries for the homeless kits, 
socks for the veterans, food for the Food Bank and suppor ng the Li le Sisters of the Poor with dona ons.  

         Esther Dietrick, Club President 

Fron er Club 
Fron er Club sponsored the Annual Bowl for Kids Sake with Big Brothers Big Sisters event in Lawrence County and we received a 

nice thank you le er from them. There were 45 teams that par cipated raising $22,738 which is about 20% of their projected 
budget. Another possible project this year will be an environmental project with Tri-County Cleanways. 

         Kim Easton, Club President 

Gateway Club 
Our Christmas Luncheon is scheduled for December 2 at South Hills Country Club. Please join is for a delicious lunch and  

fellowship. The Pioneer Office is s ll selling the enjoy coupon books for $30.00. Help your Chapter by suppor ng this important 
fund raiser. 

          Marlene Yurochko, Club President 

Bradford Club 
Carol Felmlee reports that the group has been slowing down but we do con nue to sell lo ery ckets to help with Chapter  
fundraising. Cans and supplies are delivered to the McKean County SPCA and there are  a couple of people who save their  

aluminum tabs to bring to the quarterly mee ng. 
             Carol Felmlee, Club President 

DuBois Club 
Claire “Perk” Bernardo shared with us the deaths from their Club star ng with Frank Flood who passed away on June 9 and Lois 
Huffmani on June 16. Our women are s ll mee ng the last Wednesday of the month and the men meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at three different places. We were discussing ways to fund raise. Each of our groups are so small that it takes us a 

li le me to get things done. Our lo ery is the best. We did Caring and Sharing and the Pulaski. The Alzheimer’s benefit is next 
month at Treasure Lake and at Church we raise money with our cookie walk.  

             Claire “Perk” Bernardo, Club President 

Meadville Club 
Yvonne Klick reports that due to the frigid cold and snow in Erie and Meadville earlier this year, the Club could not get together, 

but our service hours for January, February, March, and April totaled 1,277. 
 

In May we had a mee ng at Hoss’s and collected 46 pairs of socks and volunteered 436 hours. For June we collected 64 items for 
Erie City Mission, and 100 items for Vietnam Veterans giving us 347 service hours. Our July project was the Crawford County  
Humane Society and Vietnam Veterans. Total of items collected were 720. Some of our fall projects will be the Greenhouse 

Womens Shelter, Bethesda Community Care and St. James Shelter for men.  
 

Again my Red Hat Ladies donated 2,394 items for the Project Troops which gave 598 hours. We try to do this every two months 
or so. The ladies are so happy and giving for these service men sta oned in Asia. 

          Yvonne Klick, Club President 
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Evergreen Club 
The Evergreen club members are busy with their ongoing volunteering projects. 693 volunteer hours were reported in the month 
of July. In July a $300 contribu on was sent to the Union Mission the only men’s homeless shelter in Westmoreland County. And 

Nancy received a most grateful thank you note from their director with whom I have come to know. This month I submi ed a 
voucher reques ng a $300 contribu on be made to the Westmoreland Food Bank. 

There are so many chari es that can use financial support that the Pioneers can no longer support. This past Friday, August 2nd, I 
had the opportunity to contribute me to the Wounded Warrior Concert in Greensburg. I felt honored to be able to be part of 

that fund raising event. At one point I was told that Evergreen contributes to a lot of projects which is true but our club takes in 
mul ple coun es. That caused me to think that I was using budget monies for many worthy projects in this area. With the  

changing mes and budget constraints I made a difficult choice in le ng go of financial support to 3 programs and freeing up 
$1,200. With me hos ng large events with the Red Hat organiza on I will be able to help in lesser amounts to the worthy causes 

that are unable to be supported through the New Vision/Pioneers. 
I hosted the Fort Pi  Chapter Kennywood Picnic on Saturday, June 28. I purchased and took door prizes and ckets and made up 
signs to post on the pavilion only to have a very poor a endance. What a disappointment! The door prizes will be used for other 

worthy projects. It was a hot day & my sick sister accompanied me to help with that event. All I can say we were greatly  
disappointed and bummed out.  

In June Evergreen Club had their summer luncheon with 57 a endees at Lakeview Restaurant in Greensburg. With our pricing of 
the luncheon we cover the expenses & also raise a small amount of money with the Chinese Auc on & 50/50 for the Fort Pi  
Chapter. The Evergreen members do enjoy fellowship of the luncheons & are kept aware & encouraged to par cipate in other 
Chapter events. Evergreen’s Life members are not as large as Gateway & Stephen Foster Clubs but I think we lead in fellowship 

par cipa on. 
The Fall luncheon was held on Thursday, October 2 at the Lamplighter Restaurant in Delmont. At our summer luncheon I asked 
for volunteers to take over the presidency & vice president but will hold office if necessary ll the end of 2014. I spoke to other 

club members but no one has stepped up to the plate at this me. Also in our June luncheon flyer I stated there is a need for 
president & vice president and the future of the Evergreen Club is in their hands. The future of Evergreen is unknown.  

          Nancy Metzger, Club President  

Stephen Foster Club 
Mary Palfy reports that a er a busy summer, some of our fall and holiday projects will be the Greater Pi sburgh Food Bank, 

Blessings in a Backpack, Power Women’s Shelter,  and Project Star. We just hosted a shower for the shelter at Center For Vic ms, 
the domes c violence shelter in McKeesport formerly know as Womensplace. We purchased blankets, underwear, pajamas,  

toiletries and cleaning supplies. We had less than half the budget from previous years, but were s ll able to provide an ample 
supply of items.  

 
Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Preschool contacted us for some educa onal items they were in need for their fall semester. We 

were able to purchase a drying rack for their art work, a count & numbers set and an ac vity rug for the preschool. 
 

We are again partnering with the Ladies of Charity at St. Bernade e’s Church in Monroeville for our 17th annual clothing drive to  
support the 3 homeless agencies in Pi sburgh and will also support their food bank with a small dona on. And we will be ge ng 

together soon to pack the breakfast bags for the homeless shelter.  
 

In July and August the Knights of Columbus hosted their archery compe on to benefit Cleclian Heights School and the Wounded 
Warriors for which we provided prizes for the fundraising effort. 

 
The Lunch Bunch Ladies are always willing to lend a hand collec ng and dona ng items, and cash when needed, in support of 

Pioneer Projects. 
          Mary Palfy, Club President 

 
Na onal Trail Club 

Pat O’Brien projects this year will include dona ons to the Calvary Methodist Church, First Chris an Church, Uniontown Service 
League and the East End Community Center. Our Church is also working on a quilt for cancer project. He did receive a thank you 

note from Be y Walls for the project at the Church and the Community Center. Be y is one of our best lo ery cket sellers. 
          Pat O’Brien, Club President 
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Cancelled Stamp Collections 
We are once again able to save cancelled stamps on behalf of the American Philatelic  
Society. 
 
They require the stamp to be cut away from the envelope with a 1/4 inch of paper 
around the edge of the stamp ( see the sample to the left. ) 
 

APS will also accept all sorts of philatelic collectible material, such as First Day Covers,  
albums and boxes of stamps in glassine envelopes. 
 
 
The American Philatelic Society (www.stamps.org) is the largest, non-profit organization for stamp  
Collectors in the world and is right here in Pennsylvania. They serve collectors, educators, postal  
historians and the general public by providing a wide variety of programs and services. 
 
Stop pitching those envelopes and start clipping the stamps to save for this very useful organization. 
All of your donations will be counted towards volunteer hours for Fort Pitt Chapter. 
You clipped donations can be mailed to: 

Linda Schirano 
411 Center Road  

Monroeville, PA 15146 
 

Thank you for your donations and helping with our volunteer hours! 

     kidsHELP…...at the Animal Rescue League 

 

 

We are now dona ng pet food at the Animal Rescue League every other month because of the budgets cuts. 
The kids helped this summer by delivering the food and visi ng with the pets. These food dona ons allow 
pets, who may be abandoned at the shelter, to stay in their homes with their owners. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
??CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR REMOVAL FROM THE Tele-All MAILING LIST?? 

 
    __________ Change of Address    ___________ Remove from Mailing List 
 
 
    Print Name: ___________________    Send to: 
    Address:  _____________________     Pioneer Office 
 __________________________     15 E. Montgomery Ave, 1st Floor 
 __________________________     Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
 ———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

                        Be sure to visit our new website for current news:  
 

          www.newvision-fortpittpioneers.org 
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Homeless Shelter Report 
 

Every month we prepare  and distribute 150 toiletry kits to the three homeless agencies in Pi sburgh:  
Opera on Save a Life, Opera on Safety Net & Jubilee Kitchen. We are down to only preparing about 50 kits 

a month for each of the organiza ons  due to the lack of intra-company mail and declining  
dona ons. For the winter months, we are looking forward to preparing 500 breakfast bags and  

purchasing coffee products to provide to the shelter in addi on to the scarves and gloves kni ed by  
Nancy Stonis. Many thanks to the volunteers who faithfully help pack these kits at the Verizon garage in 

Monroeville and also the friends and family dedicated to collec ng the toiletries for dona on. This  

SAVE THE DATE… 
Evergreen Club Christmas Luncheon—Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

At Lakeview in Greensburg          Watch for our flyer! 

 

POP TABS UPDATE 
Art Fedele provided a report of the pop tabs collected the 
past few months. These were turned into cash last month 

for a total of $124.30 at a recycling facility in Braddock. 
These funds will be combined with Art’s efforts from  

earlier this year and a check will be  
written to a local dialysis clinic.  

Thank you to all who collect and donate the pop tabs!  
Numerous folks benefit from your efforts! 

AWARD FROM WESTMORELAND COUNTY FOOD BANK 
Nancy Metzger, President of the Evergreen Club, was recently invited to a luncheon sponsored by the 

Westmoreland County Food Bank. At the luncheon, she was presented with an award honoring the  
Evergreen members who volunteer monthly at their food pantry in Greensburg. In addi on to the  

honorees, Nancy was surprised that the luncheon was a ended by Congressman Tim Murphy, Senator 
Kim Ward, as well as Ted Kopas County Commissioner. Nancy said, “What an honor for those New  

Vision/Pioneer volunteers who received the award.” 

A Bi.i.i.i.G Hug-A-Bear THANK YOU!! 
Since the early 1980’s, Rebecca Farabaugh and her “bear crew” have prepared Hug-A-Bears in the name of  

Pioneers. These bears were donated to many organizations including hospitals, adoption courts, soldiers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, State Police and local Police departments. After more than 30 faithful years of cutting, sewing 

and stuffing these cuddly bears, we are ending this project. Between health issues and the effort it takes to  
assemble at the office on the Northside, they can no longer keep this project going. It is with much sadness that 
we say goodbye and extend a really big THANK YOU to Rebecca Farabaugh, Carolyn Armitage, Kay Dryer, 

Mary Kawalkin, Mary Jane Kleinhample and Katie Turkaly and for any others who have helped with this project 
in any way. Thank you ladies for a job well done, you will be missed!! 
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Gateway Christmas LuncheonGateway Christmas LuncheonGateway Christmas Luncheon   

Tuesday, December 2, 2014       12:00 PM Noon 

SOUTH HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 
4305 Brownsville Road & Route 51 

Whitehall, Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
 
 

MENU:  Stuffed Chicken 
     Cod English Style 
       Roasted Pork Loin 
 
Deadline:  Monday, November 27, 2014  Cost: $23.00 per person 
 
Payable to:  TP - Fort Pitt Chapter 
   c/o Dorothy Szykowny 
   15 E. Montgomery Avenue, 1st Floor 
   Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Gateway Christmas Luncheon 
Fill in your name & luncheon choice and send with your check to the above address 

 

Name         Luncheon Choice ($23.00 each) 

                
                
                
                
 
 

Your name:________________________________ Phone#:_________________________________ 
Amount Enclosed: $___________________ 
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 Used Greeting Cards 
 

 

 

 

Don’t you just hate to throw away those beau ful cards that you receive for your  
birthday and holidays? Well, we have found an outlet for used gree ng cards! 
 

St. Jude’s Ranch for Children is able to recycle your used gree ng cards into new cards. 
Their ‘recycled’ cards are sold to support their programs and services for abused,  
abandoned, neglected, and homeless children, young adults and families. 
 

The program is beneficial to everyone - customers receive fun, “green” holiday or other occasion cards they 
can feel good sending to their loved ones, and the children at St. Jude’s Ranch will receive payment for their 
work and learn basic job skills and the importance of recycling. 
 

NOTE: They currently have increased need for both Birthday and Thank You Cards. 

Just a few rules: 

• All types of gree ng cards, including Christmas cards are accepted. 
• They cannot accept cards from Hallmark, American Gree ng or Disney. 
• Cards 5”x 7” or smaller preferred. 
• Only the card front can be used (please check to make sure the backside of the front of the card is clear of 

any wri ng, etc.) 
 
Send card front to: Linda Schirano 
   411 Center Road 
   Monroeville, PA 15146 

Thanks for your par cipa on! 

 

 

 

“Thanks for your dona ons….” 
 

Linda Schirano would like to say thanks to all of you that read the ads in our  
Tele-All and respond with the requests for gree ng card fronts, used stamps,  
coupons, UPC’s and box tops for Educa on! She is delighted to coordinate these 
efforts and do whatever is needed to get these items to the right place! 
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Toiletry Collections 
 

As you travel, please collect the sample size soap, shampoo, lotion and any complimentary 
items provided by the hotels. The Verizon Garage in Monroeville has generously provided space 
for our packing operation. 
 
These items are used to pack hygiene kits for the homeless folks and sent to Operation Save-A-
Life, Operation Safety Net and Jubilee Kitchen in Pittsburgh. 
 
These kits are crucial—the agencies we serve continue to ask for them all year round and we  
typically prepare and distribute 150 kits a month. 
 
Other items that are always needed to complete the kits are washcloths, toothpaste,  
toothbrushes, razors, combs and quart size zip lock bags. 
 
Many Thanks to those of you faithfully provide these toiletries!! 
 
You can mail the toiletries in the U.S. Mail to the office: Pioneers, ATTN: Gerry 
McLaughlin, 508 Old Frankstown Rd, Monroeville, PA 15146, or if you are local 
please call me and we can coordinate a pick up. My number is 412-823-7777 
 
Thank you all very much! 

Box Top$ and Campbell’s Labels for EDUCATION 
 

 
The front panel products labels for Campbell’s products are NO LONGER ELIGIBLE. They are only 
requiring that you cut the “Labels for Educa on” UPC from the label. The UPC’s are on most 
Campbell’s products including soups, Goldfish crackers, Market Day, Swanson products, and lids 
from V8, V8 Splash, and Prego. These are used to purchase “special needs” equipment at various 
schools. 

 
You can send the UPC’s & Box Top$ in the US Mail to: 

 Gerry McLaughlin     or    Gerry McLaughlin 
 216 Ohio Street        ATTN: Pioneers 
 Monroeville, PA 15146       508 Old Frankstown Road 
           Monroeville, PA 15146 
 

MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU ALREADY SENDING THE 
UPC’S AND BOX TOP$! 
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SHARING AND CARING UPDATE 
 

The annual Sharing & Caring Bag Packing for the Veterans was held on Thursday, August 
28th at Thad Stevens Fire Hall on Robinson Blvd. Counting some Sharing & Caring folks, 
along with our Pioneers, we had a total of 35 volunteers to pack the tote bags. Thank you all 
so very much for all your hard work. Sharing & Caring could not do it without your help. A 
‘Thank You’ also goes out to Rich Grove, a volunteer firefighter, for allowing us the use of 
the hall. We packed approximately 515 tote bags “very full of goodies”! They also have bags 
from previous years that will be given out. Great Job!! 
 
The Sock Drive was a HUGE one this year. I received a total of 3,600 pairs of socks. Various 
organizations, including Pioneers, contributed. A very large number were collected through 
the efforts of Mike Romanelli and his motorcycle crew from Greensburg. They do an  
unbelievable job. Each tote bag had 4 pairs of socks. The remainder will be used for various  
veteran projects throughout the year.  
 
The Sharing & Caring Boat ride was held September 2nd through the 5th on the Gateway 
Clipper. 700 Veterans along with their family members and escorts attended. There were 24 
volunteers to help distribute the gift bags at the boat dock in Station Square.  
 
It’s hard to believe, but we have partnered with Sharing & Caring for this very worthwhile 
event for over 20 some years. It’s worth all the effort everyone puts forth. When you see the 
Veterans at the boat and realize all that they have done for us and our Country and how 
much they appreciate their day on the boat. God Bless all of them and all of you for helping 
all these years! 
 

 
      Lynne Price, Sharing & Caring Representative 

Help us to save money on the Tele-All distribution…. 

 
Thanks to those of you who responded to our ad in the Spring Tele-All asking to stop your paper  
issue and receive the Tele-All in your email. There were about 30 members who responded and we 
thank you for ge ng the ball rolling on this money saving effort! We are s ll looking for more to 
convert from paper to so  copy, so if you provide your email address to the address below, it will 
cut down on the prin ng expense and the mailing expense of our newsle er. We promise not to 
share your email address with anyone else! You can also view this issue and the Spring issue of the  
Tele-All online at:  

www.newvision-fortpi pioneers.org 

Every li le bit helps—thanks for your part! 

         info@newvision-fortpi pioneers.org 
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Pioneers Partner with Girl Scout Troop for Cookie Bingo 
 

Fort Pitt Chapter received a large donation of cookies from Monroeville Girl Scout Troops earlier this year 
for soldiers. In previous years, we had a very active list of deployed soldiers for which we packed cookies in 
a care package to mail to them. We explained to the Troop Leader that we did not have funding nor soldier 

addresses for shipping overseas and asked if we could use the boxes of cookies for prizes at bingo for the  
veterans of Southwestern Veterans Center. They OK’d the project and we hosted the bingo in May for 

about 50 veterans there. We had budgeted for a couple of bingo’s  at SWVC so we provided the snack and 
beverage and monetary prizes of $1 for those men and women who are diabetic and could not receive a box 

of cookies as a prize. 

Cookie Bingo at Southwestern Veterans Center A very satisfied player! 

Support for our Retired and Hospitalized Armed  

Services Men and Women 

 
Our retired service members are provided assistance 
through Southwestern Veterans Center which is a  
residential care facility for over 200 patients . The men 
and women there are treated with an occasional bingo 
where we sponsor prizes, and provide refreshments for 
the residents. Our special Holiday bingo will be held on  
Monday, December 8 at 2:00 PM. 
 
 
 

Also, Sharing & Caring sponsors a bingo at Southwestern Center monthly on the fourth  
Tuesday of every month at 2:00PM. Please come along to help serve if you are free, you 
will have a wonderful time interacting with the men and women there and come away 
with a smile on your face! 





New Vision Pioneers 
15 E. Montgomery Avenue, Floor 1 
Pi sburgh, PA 15212 
Phone: 412-237-3206 
Leave messages on: 412-237-3208 
Fax: 412-231-2369 
E-mail: FTPITT.PIONEERS@VERIZON.NET 
Website: www.newvision-fortpi pioneers.org 
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